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MERRY CHRISTMAS 
FO ALLS 


A_CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR 


From what I have seen in the store windows and 
have read in the newspapers, Christmas this year will be 
an old-fashioned one. The artists who design the displays 
seem to have made this year's creations quite nostalgic. 
Due to present world tensions, people now want to turn back 
to the "good old days" of the past. I, for one, am glad. 
Nativity scenes, angels, carolers, and Christmas bells that 
we well remember as children had almost disappeared and the 
whole spirit of Christmas had assumed an air of commercialism. 
In hospitals, however, this was never too prevalent. Sickness 
and human suffering have somehow kept us closer to the real 
meaning of Christmas; the birth of Christ. 


At each Christmas season it has been the custom 
to publish the "Bouquets" received during the past year. 
It is always a pleasure to receive such complimentary letters 
from grateful patients. It is really you who deserve these 
letters and they are, I think, the best real Christmas present 
any of us could get. 


In closing I wish to say in the good old-fashioned 
way, Merry Christmas to you and yours and may the New Year 
be the most happy and joyous ever. 
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T. Gordon Young 
Director 
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As is customary, we publish parts of 
some of the letters received this year, 
commending the personnel and service of 
this Hospital. The following letters were 
sent to us by former patients, and we pass 
them on to you who served them: 


From a Semi-Private Patient 


"Last Sunday evening, October 30, I entered your 
Hospital for some minor surgery. Sunday evening and Monday 
morning I occupied Room 624. Following my operation and until 
I was discharged on Thursday, I occupied Room 832. I want to 
tell you that every member of your staff with whom I had any 
occasion to be in contact treated me royally and did everything 
they possibly could to make my stay comfortable and pleasant. 
You have reason to be proud of your staff." 


From a Patient in our Out-Patients Department 


"Have been coming to the Arthritis Clinic for some 
time. Besides arthritis, I have been suffering for years with 
very painful callouses and several corns, which of course made 
walking still harder for me. On the advice of Dr. S. I applied 
for treatment at the Podiatry Clinic, and I am happy to say that 
I received such marvelous treatment that my feet are now in per- 
fect condition. I would like to thank the hospital, not only 
for this, but for the kindness that everyone at the hospital has 
shown me, as this is a big help to one's morale." 


From a Ward Patient on 6 South 


"This was my fourth confinement at The Hospital for 
Special Surgery, and it reaffirmed my belief that H.S.S. is one 
of the finest hospitals in the world. It is rare when any 
institution or organization can combine superior skill in all 
departments with great human understanding. You at Special 
Surgery have done this, and in so doing, have won the confidence, 
love and support of many people." 


From a Semi-Private Patient 


"Every once in a while you run across a place where 
you meet such a fine group of people, that you know there must 
be something special about it. During my three week stay in 


Faculty and Student Body 

-of the School for Practical 
Nursing in 1954 at 321 East 
42nd Street, the year it 

was founded. It would seem 
that the Director is appar- 
ently asking that the School 
succeed. Judging by the pic- 
tures below (1960) her 
prayers have been answered. 
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Room 626 1 never got over feeling lucky to be under the care of 
such a conscientious and kindly staff. You were friendly, 

cheerful and helpful, without exception. When I was well enough 
to wheel around I was able to see for myself the results of your 


care on other patients besides myself. If 6th Floor North is 
representative of others in the Hospital, then it can be said 
without reservation that the Hospital for Special Surgery is 
outstanding in every aspect of patient care. It is impossible 
to thank you enough, but I will not forget your kind help. I 
couldn't have received a better start in life with my "new 
improved" back." 


From a Ward Patient 


"In the last five years I have been in five different 
hospitals, and yours is by far the finest in every respect. 
Your nurses and aides without exception were kind, (the most 
important thing) and never refused a request or made me feel 
unhappy to have to ask it. The food was worthy of the Waldorf, 
and such an interesting variety - delicious, not at all like 
hospital food!" 


From the Mother of a Child Patient on 5 South 


"May I express my gratitude to you and the members 
of your qualified staff for the wonderful manner in which my 
young son was treated while a patient at the Hospital for Special 
Surgery. He was operated upon by Dr. C. on December 28, 1959 
and was a "guest" at the hospital until January 2, 1960. If one 
had to be away from home at the Christmas Season, I know not of 
a better place to be. From the moment the Admitting Office wel- 
comed us to Special Surgery to the very time we departed, I can 
assure you that it was most edifying to me to observe the skill, 
cooperation and attention both to patients and visitors admini- 
stered by your splendid employees. If my present heavy work 
schedule ever ceases to the extent that I can call one day of 
each week my own, rest assured I shall volunteer to come into 
your hospital to work beside the people who were so good to 
John during his brief stay at the hospital. I deem it a privi- 
lege to have experienced the joy of seeing what is being done 
today in so well equipped an establishment. Your hospital and 
its staff may well be the shining example of the proper method 
of handling the sick and needy." 


From a Patient who spent many months here on 7 North and 6 North 


"I am writing this letter to express my undying grati- 
tude to the entire staff of Special Surgery for the Tender Loving 
Care and Courtesy I received as a patient. I've been in many 
hospitals, and have been treated well, but I found your staff of 
Physicians, Nurses, Technicians, Nurses Aides, and many others 
to be the greatest. I just had to get well, not only because 
of the medication and treatment I received, that can be gotten 
most anywhere, it's what came with it that made me recover. 
Everyone cared, everyone had a personal interest, and all patients 
were treated alike. There were words of comfort and cheer for 
the patients. These are only a few of the many priceless 
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courtesies that Special Surgery has extended to me and many others 
like myself. Now that I am home, the Social Service Department 
is still helping me out." 


From the Husband of a Patient on 8 South 


"My wife was recently discharged from your hospital 
following an operation performed by Dr. T. for Vitallium 
Replacement of the left Femoral Head. She was a patient in your 
Institution for a total of 36 days, long enough to develop a 
judgment as to the efficiency of its services and the attitude 
of its personnel. I also was in a position to observe these 
qualities. This letter is, therefore, intended to express to 
you our sincere thanks for the sympathetic and highly profes- 
sional attention she received from the entire hospital staff. 
This includes everyone, your admission and office group, the 
nursing group on the 8th floor South, the therapy group, and, 
of course, most important to us, her Doctor." 


From a Private Patient on 8 North 


"I do want to take this opportunity of saying that I 
received most courteous and kindly treatment during my various 
periods in your hospital, and particularly want to compliment 
you on your cuisine which I believe is better than that of any 
hospital that I know of in New York. The nurses were all most 
helpful and I particularly remember two young women in the gym- 
nasium, as I had an opportunity to watch their activities when 
I was sitting down there during the afternoons. They struck me 
as being the most sympathetic and efficient people in therapy 
that I have seen. Also, your Mr. K. in the therapy department 
made a great impression on me —- not only for his efficient work 
but as an individual." 


From a Patient on 8 North 


"I only spent a short time at the Hospital. I was 
on the 8th Floor, but nevertheless I can tell you as a nurse, 
who has most of my life been on the giving end, that since I am 
on the receiving end for the last two years, your Hospital is 
just wonderful. From Admitting to che rest of the staff, every- 
one seems to go out of their way to please and make you feel 
that you belong." 
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DEDICATION OF THE CASPARY RESEARCH BUILDING 


The long awaited day of dedication of the Caspary 
Research Building has come and gone and now the work in HSS 
and CR is back to the old routine. Everything went off like 
clock work on the great day. The Scientific Film, "Research 
on the Crippling Diseases", was shown to a full Lecture Hall 
as well as an overflow audience in our main clinic. Much 
favorable comment on this film was heard from those who 
attended. The Dedication Ceremony itself started at 4 p.m. 
on the gaily decorated second floor of the Research Building. 
The Rt. Rev. Donald B. Aldrich, Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church gave the Invocation. Mr. Philip Bastedo, 
President of our Board of Managers, presided and opened the 
ceremony. He was followed by Dr. Morris A. Jacobs, Commis- 
sioner of Hospitals of the City of New York, who represented 
Mayor Wagner. Dr. Philip D. Wilson, Director of Research, 
delivered a most interesting and descriptive address on 
"Research on the Crippling Diseases". Dr. Joseph C. Hinsey, 
Director of the New York Hospital-Cornell Medical Center, 
followed Dr. Wilson, and his topic was "Research in the 
Mission of our Medical Center". The next speaker was 
Dr. Sanford S. Atwood, Provost of Cornell University, and the 
subject of his talk was "Probing on the Frontiers of Knowledge". 
The dedication address, entitled "Science and Medicine", was 
delivered by Dr. George B. Kistiakowsky, Special Assistant to 
the President of the United States for Science and Technology. 


At 5 p.m. everyone repaired to the ground floor of 
the Research Building for a reception catered by Louis Sherry, 
Inc. This was a delightful affair and a fitting climax to 
this memorable day. 


The R & C wants to take this opportunity to compli- 
ment and offer its sincere congratulations to all those 
connected with the Hospital for Special Surgery who were 
responsible for the success of this dedication day: Mrs. 
Edwin I. Hilson and her committee who planned the day; Dr. 
Philip D. Wilson, and those associated with him, responsible 
for the various events on the program; Miss Pamela Mitchell 
and her Public Information and Fund Raising staff for the 
part they played in the arrangements, invitations, progran, 
etc; the Volunteers without whose help we could never have 
handled, so efficiently, the many guests who came to this 
hospital on that day; the Housekeeping and Dietary Departments 
for the parts they played; and finally, all others too numerous 
to mention who helped make this ceremony memorable in the 
history of this hospital. 

J.C.H. 
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DISABILITY BENEFITS PLAN TO GO INTO EFFECT 


Employees voted overwhelmingly in favor of H.S.5. enrolling in 
the Disability Benefits Plan. Votes were cast the week of November 
twenty-seventh; 18 to 1 in favor of inaugurating this plan. Payroll 
deductions (% of 1% of your average weekly earnings) will begin for 
everyone in the first pay check of the new year. If you are sick 
and out from work for more than one week, you will be eligible for 
benefits. Remember, your doctor must fill out a Notice of Disability 
form for you to become eligible for these benefits. 
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Alumni Day 1960 
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NIGHTINGALES CHIRP 


Congratulations from all at HSS to 
Z Miss Windrow 6N and Michael Solomon who 
(UG were married on Thursday, December 1, 1560. 


Congratulations on the bundle of joy 
born to Dr. and Mrs. QWeanne) Carey at 
Lying-In. He is Edward Carey III (named 
after the proud poppa and grand poppa) 
and he arrived on Wednesday, Noveuber 30, 1960, at 12 noon, 
weighing in at 6 lbs., 3 oZs. 


Nice having Miss Rathburn back in clinic and Miss Craven 
back on nights. 


Miss Clapp's weil wishers created very heavy traffic to 
Room 804 during her hospitalization. Don't stay away too long. 


Department of Education 
Miss Smith tells of jet flight experience on returning from 
a two-weeks stay in Virginia. Sounds wonderful. 


Mrs. Katz' first group of surgical technicians were graduated 
November 18, 1960. These technicians were anxiously awaiting j 
Miss Smith's return for their diplomas They are: Louise Haring, 
Emma McElroy, Gloria Brathwaite, Minnie Moon and Sylvester Oliver. 


Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all. 


See you next month. 
M.M. 
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ALUMNI DAY 1960 


A group of hardy Alumni gathered early on Friday 
morning, November 18, to hear the first of twelve scientific 
presentations. The ranks were swelled by infiltrating Alumni 
barely recovered from the effects of D-Day (Dedication of the 
Research Building). The Scientific Program, valiantly arranged 
by Drs. Nicholas and Lawrence, covered a variety of problems 
from bone tumors to anesthesia. One of our more energetic 
current Residents, Dr. Harlan Amstutz, was featured twice on the 
program, thus demonstrating what hard work will get you (some- 
times). One new innovation, the exhibit concerning Cafe-au-lait 
spots was not again on display. 


The afternoon, non-scientific session was preceded 
by renewing an acquaintance-ship with the renowned "Heminway" 
fluid specials over in the Research Building. After lunch came 
the reports of the Surgeon-in-Chief and Director of Research, 
and finally the Presidential Address by Dr. Paul Colonna - 
subject "Hong Kong" (sans Suzie Wong), 


The day culminated in the usual convivial Alumni Dinner 
at the Yale Club. This year's dinner was particularly humorous, 
and included secular and non-secular commentaries which cannot 
here be repeated. Next year should be even better, since the 
presiding diner will be the President Elect, Dr. John Cobb, an 
expert in verbal curves. Dr. Rizzo was elected Secretary and 
will head a Program Committee which will surely be effective ... 
Good Luck. Pe ee ee ee ee B.J. 


= Lem 


HAIL AND. FAREWELL 


The time has come for us to carefully wipe off our 
faithful goose quill and turn over our job to another. With this 
issue we end our tenure as editor of the R&C. For eleven years 
we have endeavored to edit and publish a magazine that was primarily 
by and for you, the personnel and staff of Special Surgery. We 
have not sought increased circulation, but the monthly issue of the 
R & C was 400 copies in 1950 and is 900 today. 


Working with you all on this paper has been a real 
pleasure, interspersed with periods of frustration. We know we 
have occasionally offended some of our readers, but never intention- 
ally. We have made mistakes, for which we crave your indulgence, 
but these same mistakes have generally been brought to our attention 
before the ink was dry on the new copies. 


Our gratitude ts extended to all of you who have helped 
us by supplying material for text, pictures and drawings. We 
especially want to mention those who have written Hospital Profiles 
and other feature articles, and our undying thanks goes to our 
various secretaries who have patiently typed, retyped and often 
re-retyped the text before it was ready for the printer. 


So now we wish the very best of luck to our successor, 
Mr. Warren R. Betts, and all who may be associated with him. We 
believe the R & C fills an important role in the every day life 
of this hospital and, with your cooperation, the editor and his 
staff cannot help but publish a magazine of which you will all 
be proud. Au Revoir! 
J-C.H. 
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